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the excitement was suppressed it remained for some weeks, so
to speak, in a sub-acute stage. The Hindu section of the
population at Calcutta is trustworthy, and many excellent
Muhammadans also are to be found there. Yet at that time
several centres of Muhammadan disloyalty and treason existed'
at the capital, and whole classes of Muhammadans were ready
for mischief, in a more or less aggravated form according to
opportunity. There is always a fear at such times, lest one
successful crime acquiring an infamous celebrity, should lead
to the commission of other crimes. Accordingly the strict pre-
cautions, already mentioned in the last chapter, were maintained;
providentially, however, nothing occurred.

Shortly afterwards, Lord Napier arrived from Madras, and
became temporarily the head of the Government of India. At
that moment, the preparations were being made for the financial
budget which I had to lay before him. Thereupon he applied
himself to finance with the utmost assiduity, and the result in
regard to the budget has been already mentioned in the previous
chapter XV.

He had to deal with one affair, the issue of which is worthy
to be remembered. A disturbance, partly religious and
partly political in its character, arose in the Panjab, in the
districts near the river Satlej. Its originators were quite in-
fatuated, and mad in their conception, ostensibly looking
for some prophet to come, while their real design was to raise
an insurrection against British rule. The fact that fanatical
enthusiasts at a period of general peace should dream of braving
the British Government in the plenitude of its power, was very-
significant to reflective statesmen. Moreover, the trouble for a
brief moment seemed to spread like wildfire in a dry forest
during the summer heat. It was immediately put down by the
authorities with vigour and promptitude; and during the course
of these repressive measures, a number of prisoners were taken
inflagrcwte delicti, having been participators in the outbreak, but
not otherwise proved to be guilty of heinous crime. Thereupon
a civil officer belonging to the Uncovenanted Service, caused
them to be executed on the spot, no doubt believing in good